FAQ Debate Day
1) Where will we be debating?

The debate will take place in the LGI room.
2) Will each team sit together?

Each team will sit across from one another at a conference table.  When it is a debate member’s turn to speak, that person will go to a podium and speak to the audience (class members).  At no time will opposing debate members directly speak to one another – it is much like a court of law, as debate members will be trying to convince a “jury” of their point of view.
3) Do I just argue on Debate Day?

No, each person on each team must prepare one constructive speech based on fact and appropriate emotional arguments.   Debate members will also participate in respectful crossfire.  Additionally, each team will choose one member to deliver the final “last shot” in the last round of the debate.
4) How long should the debate last?

The debate will last 45 minutes; see debate time limit worksheet.
5) What if my speech goes beyond the allotted time?

A timer will be set; points will be deducted if your speech is significantly under/over the time limit.
6) How will I properly prepare for the crossfire since I am a first time debater?

Each debate team must prepare and provide the opposing team with an outline of their major points.  This allows for each team to prepare meaningful, fact-filled arguments to refute their opponents’ claims.
7) When do I have to provide the outline to the opposing team?

The outline must be given to the opposing team by the second week of debate work.  No new points will be allowed to be added after this date.  The outline needs to include your thesis, major claims, anticipated rebuttal, and conclusion.
8) What type of evidence do I need for my constructive and last shot speeches?

Debate members should have lots of verifiable facts, statistics, quotes, etc.; in all cases, citing the sources of this information is extremely important.
9) May I use visual aids for the debate?

Yes, as long as they are approved first.  Additionally, it is your responsibility to set up visual aids before the date and have an assigned classmate in charge of operating any PowerPoint slides, etc.
10) Who will decide who wins the debate?

The audience, your classmates, will have a rubric to “grade” the effectiveness of your debate.
11) If my team looses will this affect my grade?

Debate team members will be graded on many factors and not just as winners/losers of the debate.  Each member will be graded on the content and delivery of his/ her individual constructive speeches, individual crossfires plus team crossfires, last shot speeches, speaking ability, and overall team effort/cooperation.  In addition to all these considerations, the written portion of the debate will also be graded.
12) What written materials need to be turned in?
Debate teams must turn in a final typed presentation (Times New Roman, size 12).  The final report must include all debate articles, all notes, rebuttal note cards, outline, first shot speech, constructive speech, last shot speech, and works cited page (MLA format). 
13) What should I wear?

Both girls and boys should be dressed in a professional manner.  Boys should wear nice pants, shirt, and ties, and girls should wear nice dress pants, skirt or dress, etc.
14) What happens if a member of my team is absent?

If someone is absent, the debate will go on. As you might imagine, your team will lose significant points if a member is missing.
